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but his main preoccupation was rightly with the scientific side,
and he had neither the time nor the experience to devote to the
development of the commercial aspect. Realizing the necessity
for confining himself more closely to the technical side, he was
looking about for a suitable man to conduct the business affairs of
the company, when in the autumn of 1909 he was introduced to
Godfrey Isaacs by his brother-in-law, the Hon. D. O'Brien, who
had recently had business dealings with him and had formed a
high opinion of his capacity. At that time Godfrey Isaacs, after
an early apprenticeship in the family business, had been concerned
with various companies, none of which had achieved unalloyed
success. Nevertheless., he was a man of shrewdness, enterprise
and energy, even if he had not yet justified the implicit faith
which his father had always preserved in his ultimate success $
and he was quick to realize the potentialities of this new opening.
But the Marconi Company was an unknown quantity to him, and
he was reluctant to commit himself to the control of its destinies
without a preliminary period of trial. It was accordingly arranged
as the result of many conversations with the directors that for
a period of six months he and Commendatore Marconi should be
joint managing directors, in order that Mr. Isaacs might have the
advantage of this time in which to make himself acquainted with
the company's affairs and to decide whether he was prepared to
assume responsibility for their conduct.

He accordingly took up the duties of joint managing director
on January 25, 1910, but did not finally agree to accept the
appointment of sole managing director until August of the same
year.

At the time of Godfrey Isaacs' negotiations with the board of
the company and of his assumption of the duties of joint managing
director, his brother, Rufus, was still a private Member of Parlia-
ment and did not enter the Government as Solicitor-General
until March of 1910. Moreover, there was at that time no thought
on the part of the company of opening negotiations with the
Government for a contract to erect stations. That proposal was
first brought to Godfrey Isaacs' notice by one of the company's
engineers in March, 1910, and he was at once impressed with the
importance of the suggestion. Other companies, notably the
German Telefunken, were working for the establishment of a
chain of wireless stations throughout the world, and, as it was at
that stage impossible to build stations within hundreds of miles of
each other without constant interference, there was clearly little
room for competitive systems. Naturally the Marconi Company
was anxious to obtain as soon as possible a grant of licences to erect